[Spinal injury: multidetector computed tomography features and mechanism].
As one of the severe injuries, spinal injury is common in major blunt trauma and a spinal cord injury can make the patient be disabled or life-threatened with poor long-term physical and psychological consequences. The treatment of spinal injuries is a significant proportion of all the workload of trauma management based on the neurologic defect, spinal column instability, and the compression of spinal cord. Multidetector computed tomography (MDCT) is the better examination than conventional radiography in depicting the type of injuries, spinal column instability, spinal canal narrowing degree and neurologic defect, and can be performed alone in patients sustaining severe trauma. The purpose of this review is to evaluate the MDCT features of this types of injuries based on the mechanism.